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1. Surnames 

 

a. Occupational 

b. Geographic 

c. Characteristic 

d. Patronymics 

e. Hofname 

 

2. Given names 

 

a. In the 17th and 18th centuries – 

i. Nearly all males baptized with prefix name of Johann or Hans 

ii. Nearly all females baptized with prefix name of Anna or Maria 

iii. Both genders usually shed the prefix name and went by what we’d call 

their “middle” name – to them, the Rufname (“call name”) 

 

b. In the 19th and 20th centuries – 

i. Both genders usually carried 3 given names, often using only one in later 

life but not consistent as to order 

 

3. Place names 

 

a. Use of phonetic interchanges needed   

b. Beware of small places being absorbed by larger cities 

 

4. Phonetic interchanges 

 

a. Consonants 

B and P 

C, G and K 

D and T 

P and F 

 

b. Vowels – umlauts create chaos 
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